
 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME 
 

THURSDAY 25th JUNE 2026 – PRE-CONGRESS COURSES 

(Separate registration and payment are required) 

Imaging of 
the Pediatric 

Chest 

Setting up a 
Sleep and 

Home 
Respiratory 

Support 
Program 

POCUS for the 
Pediatric 

Pulmonologist 

Understanding 
Lung Function 

in Children 

Iberoamerican 
Meeting 
(Course 

in Spanish) 

The Academic 
Toolkit: How to 

Write CVs, 
Grants and 

Manuscripts 

 

Imaging of the Pediatric Chest 
Chair: Robert Paul Guillerman (USA) 
08:30 – 08:40 Welcome and Course Introduction  
08:40 – 09:10 Pediatric Chest X-Ray Interpretation: The Basics  
09:10 – 09:40 Pediatric Chest CT Interpretation: The Basics  
09:40 – 10:10 Imaging of Pulmonary Fibrosis  
10:10 – 10:30 Coffee Break/Discussion  
10:30 – 11:00 Post-Treatment and Drug-Induced Lung Disease  
11:00 – 11:30 Eminence-Based vs. Evidence-Based Tuberculosis Imaging   
11:30 – 12:00 Imaging of Pulmonary Hypertension  
12:00 – 13:00 Lunch Break  
13:00 – 13:45 Lung MRI: The New and Improved V/Q Scan  
13:45 – 14:15 Dynamic Airway Imaging  
14:15 – 14:45 Real Applications of Artificial Intelligence  



14:45 – 15:15 Imaging of Thoracic Lymphatic Disorders  
15:15 – 15:45 Advances in Thoracic Interventional Radiology  

 

Setting up a Sleep and Home Respiratory Support Program  
Chairs: Jean-Paul Praud (Canada), Renato Cutrera (Italy), Aroonwan Preutthipan (Thailand), Joel Reiter (Israel) 
Morning Session 
08:15 – 08:45   The Scope and Mechanisms of Pediatric Sleep-Disordered Breathing  

• Prevalence & burden  
• Physiology of breathing during sleep  
• Pathophysiology and pediatric OSA phenotypes  

08:45 – 09:15 Polysomnography in Children: Standards, Pitfalls, and Interpretation  
09:15 – 09:45 Other Diagnostic Tools to Complement or Replace PSG: Questionnaires, Video clips, 

Imaging, Oximetry, Cardiorespiratory Polygraphy, DISE   
09:45 – 10:15 Home-Based Devices: Ready for Clinical Use? (including Non-Wearable Devices)   
10:15 – 10:30 Coffee Break  
10:30 – 11:00 Artificial Intelligence and Personalized Medicine in Pediatric Sleep Medicine: From 

Automated Scoring to Phenotyping  
11:00 – 12:00 Panel Discussion (All Morning Speakers)  

Questions and Challenges in Setting up Pediatric SDB Programs  
12:00 – 12:30 Treatment Options Beyond Adenotonsillectomy  

• Adenotonsillectomy overview  
• CPAP challenges  
• High-flow Nasal Cannula  
• Other Therapies (anti-inflammatory treatment, weight management, positional 

treatment, orthodontics, myofunctional therapy)   
• Emerging Therapies: Hypoglossal nerve stimulation, transcutaneous ansa 

cervicalis stimulation  
12:30 – 13:15 Lunch Break  
Afternoon Session 
13:15 – 14:15 Interactive Clinical Cases  

Discussions of real-life clinical cases and PSG, polygraphy and oximetry tracings  
14:15 – 14:45 Meet the Devices  

•  CPAP, masks, high-flow, home-based sleep apnea tests  
14:45 – 15:15 Special Topic: Beyond Breathing – Sleep Disorders Pediatric Pulmonologists Should 

Recognize  
• Insomnia, narcolepsy, parasomnias (short overview, clinical relevance 

15:15 – 15:30 Wrap-Up & Take-Home Messages  
Building and Strengthening Pediatric SDB Programs: Key Steps Forward  

 

POCUS for the Pediatric Pulmonologist 
Chair: Sigmond Kharasch (USA) 
08:30 – 09:00 Welcome and Introductions  
09:00 – 09:45 Lung Ultrasound Lecture  
09:45 – 10:30 Hands on Lung Ultrasound Training  
10:30 – 11:15 Diaphragmatic Ultrasound Lecture  
11:15 – 12:00 Hands on Diaphragm Ultrasound Training  
12:00 – 13:00 Lunch Break 
13:00 – 13:45 Artificial Intelligence Use in Lung Ultrasound  
13:45 – 14:00 Lung Ultrasound in Chronic Pediatric Disease  
14:00 – 14:15 Wrap up and Discussion  



 

Understanding Lung Function in Children  
Chair: Robert S. Tepper (USA) 
Learning Objectives  
Upon completion of this course, participants will be able to:  
• Formulate precise clinical questions to guide the selection of pulmonary function tests in preschoolers, 
children, and adolescents.  
• Select the most appropriate lung function tests to assess pathophysiology in asthma, cystic fibrosis, 
BPD, and PCD.  
• Interpret lung function results within the context of the individual patient's clinical presentation and 
disease, using the best reference values available.  
• Integrate lung function data with other clinical information to make informed decisions about diagnosis 
and management.  
• Recognize the strengths and limitations of different lung function tests in various pediatric age groups, 
from preschool to adolescence.  
08:30 – 08:45 Welcome and Introduction  
08:45 – 09:15 Session 1:   

Fundamentals of Pulmonary Function Testing: Key Physiological Concepts  
09:15 – 10:00 Session 2: Asthma  

Case 1: The wheezing preschooler - is it asthma?  
Case 2: The teenager with poor symptom perception - how do we monitor control?  

10:00 – 10:45 Session 3: CF & PCD  
Case 3: Quantifying early airway disease in a preschooler with CF.  
Case 4: Assessing airway clearance efficacy and/or disease progression in a child with 
PCD.  

10:45 – 11:00 Coffee Break  
11:00 – 11:45 Session 4: The Consequences of Prematurity  

Case 5: A 13-year-old former preterm infant with BPD presents with exercise intolerance. 
What is the underlying physiology?  

11:45 – 12:15 Panel Discussion & Interactive Q&A  
12:15 – 13:15 Practical experience with Spirometer and Oscillometry Equipment  

 

Iberoamerican Meeting (Course in Spanish) 
Chair: TBA 
 TBA 

 

The Academic Toolkit: How to Write CVs, Grants, and Manuscripts 
Course Leads: 
Chairs: Andrew Bush (UK) & Eitan Kerem (Israel) 
Thomas Ferkol (USA), Susanna McColley (USA), Peter Le Souef (Australia), Quique Bassat (Spain), Guy Hazan (Israel)  
08:30 – 15:30 Theme: Essential Academic Skills for the Next Generation 

Format: Short focused lectures + interactive exercises 
Course Objectives 
 
By the end of the course, participants will: 
Acquire core academic skills essential for launching an independent career in research and education. 
Learn how to prepare key academic materials, including a professional CV, abstracts, posters, and 
presentations. 
Understand the structure and strategy behind writing a scientific paper and a grant proposal. 
Develop effective communication skills for presenting research at congresses and journal clubs. 



 Welcome and Introduction 
• Course goals, structure, and introductions 

 Building Your Academic Profile: How to Write a CV 
Speaker: TBA 

• Key elements, tailoring for academia, grants, and awards 
• Exercise: Quick peer review of CV summaries 

 How to Write an Abstract for a Congress 
Speaker: TBA 

• Turning ideas into concise, high-impact abstracts 
• Exercise: Improving a sample abstract 

 How to Design and Present a Poster for a Congress 
Speaker: TBA 

• Layout, visuals, and communicating results at a glance 
• Exercise: Review of example posters 

10:30 – 10:50 Coffee Break 
 How to Deliver an Oral Presentation at a Congress 

Speakers: TBA 
• Tips on structure, slides, timing, and confidence 
• Exercise: Short volunteer presentations with feedback 

 How to Write a Scientific Paper 
Speaker: TBA 

• From data to story: structure, clarity, and responding to reviewers 
 How to Write a Grant Proposal 

Speaker: TBA 
• Framing a research question, writing aims, and common pitfalls 

13:00 – 13:30 Lunch Break 
 Integrating Skills for Career Growth 

Panel: TBA 
• Q&A and discussion: applying these skills in academic life 

 Choosing a Mentor and Making It Work 
Speakers: TBA 

• Identifying mentors, setting expectations, getting the most out of mentorship 
Presentation of the NEXTGEN one-on-one mentorship program 

15:15 – 15:30 Wrap-Up and Next Steps 
• Feedback, mentorship pairing, and closing remarks 

 

 

 

 

***************************************************************** 

 

 

16:00 - 17:30 Meeting of the National Representatives Forum 

 

 



 

OPENING CEREMONY 
18:00 – 21:00 

18:00 - 18:30 Welcoming Addresses 

Opening Ceremony Symposium: 
18:30 – 18:50 Global Lung Health – The Decade Ahead - Heather Zar (South Africa) 
18:50 – 19:10 Climate Change and Air Pollution: A Threat to Respiratory Health - Terry Noah (USA) 
19:10 – 19:30 TBA 
19:30 – 21:00 Welcome Cocktail Reception 

 

FRIDAY 26th JUNE 2026 

8:30 – 10:00 PLENARY SESSION 

 
Pediatric Interstitial Lung Disease: Insights, Innovations, and Future Directions - 
(TBA) 

 
Empowering Clinicians With AI-Guided Lung Ultrasound: Replacing or 
Supplementing the Stethoscope? - Giovani Volpicelli (Italy) 

 
Young Investigator Award Presentation 
 

 
Young Investigator Award Presentation 

10:00 - 10:30 Coffee Break and Exhibition Visit 
 

SYMPOSIUM A 
10:30 – 12:15 

 

SYMPOSIUM B 
10:30 – 12:15 

SYMPOSIUM C 
10:30 – 12:15 

Asthma: From 
Guidelines to Precision 

Care 

GINA Lecture: From Guidelines 
to Ground Reality – Severe 
Asthma Across Borders 

TBA 
Focus: Bridging global 
guidelines with real-world 
constraints (HIC vs LMIC). 

Childhood Respiratory Health 
in a Changing Environment: 

Evidence and Action 

Impact of Outdoor & Indoor Air 
Pollution on Pediatric Respiratory 
Health 

Manuel E. Soto-Martínez (Costa Rica) 
Focus: Epidemiology, asthma, lung 
function, neurocognitive impact. 

Environmental Effects of Gas Flaring 

Iso Oloyede (Nigeria) 
Focus: Regional evidence, mechanistic 

Rare & Complex 
Pediatric Lung Diseases 

A Silent Burden: Recognizing 
Pediatric Interstitial Lung 
Disease (ILD) in LMICs 

Luiz Vicente Ribeiro da Silva 
Filho (Brazil) 
Focus: Diagnostic barriers, 
registries, emerging therapeutic 
strategies. 



Debate – “One Size Fits All? 
Tailoring Asthma Treatment in 
Children”  

Pro: New asthma 
biologicals drugs for severe 
asthma block progression to 
adult-type disease truly 
transform the lives of children 
with severe asthma?   Q&A 
Christian Rosas-Salazar (USA) 

                Con: New asthma 
biologicals for severe asthma 
These new treatments are too 
costly and with have uncertain 
long-term effects to justify 
widespread use? Q&A  
Adnan Custovic (UK)/ Fernando 
Martinez (USA) 

Pro & Contra discussants (TBA) 
Focus: Individualized therapy vs 
standardized care; Q&A. 

Unlocking the Translational 
Pipeline: Biomarkers and 
Therapies in Pediatric Asthma 

TBA 
Focus: From endotypes to 
biologics; accelerating 
translation. 

 

insights, airway inflammation, public 
health actions. 

Migration and the Pediatric Lung: 
Respiratory Health in Child Refugees 

Peter Le Souef (Australia) 
Focus: Exposures, TB burden, asthma 
prevalence, ethical issues. 

Early-Life Environmental Exposures 
and Chronic Lung Disease Risk 

Andrew Bush (UK) 
Focus: Perinatal exposures and long-
term programming. 

 

Persistent Tachypnea of Infancy 
/ Neuroendocrine Cell 
Hyperplasia 

Honorata Marczak (Poland) 
Focus: Diagnosis, natural history, 
and management. 

Pulmonary Arteriovenous 
Malformations (AVMs) 

Meir Mei-Zahav (Israel) 
Focus: Diagnosis, intervention, 
follow-up. 

Persistent Cough: When to 
Worry, When to Investigate 

TBA 
Focus: TBD  

 

 

 

12:15 - 13:15 Lunch Break – Sponsored Symposia (Early registration is required) 
13:15 - 14:15 Thematic E-poster Session - POSTER AREA 

 

14:15 – 15:45 PLENARY SESSION 
 The role of early viral infections in the development of childhood asthma: insights 

from rhinovirus and RSV research – Wojciech Feleszco (Poland) 
 

 Patterns of wheezing from birth and evolution of asthma – what have we learnt from 
birth cohort studies – TBA 
 

 Young Investigator Award Presentation 
 



 Young Investigator Award Presentation 
 

15:45 - 16:00 Coffee Break and Exhibition Visit 
 

 

SYMPOSIUM A 
16:00 – 17:30 

 

SYMPOSIUM B 
16:00 – 17:30 

SYMPOSIUM C 
16:00 – 17:30 

Gates Foundation 
Symposium: New 

Advances in Pneumonia 
Prevention 

Global Burden, Aetiology, and 
Severity of Childhood 
Pneumonia in 2026 

TBA 
Focus: Implications for 
treatment and global burden 
trends. 

Severe Pneumonia: Defining 
Hypoxemia & Optimal 
Interventions 

TBA 
Focus: Thresholds, pulse 
oximetry, oxygen systems. 

Pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine – expanded valency, 
reduced doses – what strategy 
for child health?   

David Goldblatt (UK) 
Focus: TBD 

Access and Affordability of 
New Vaccines 

Ignacio Esteban (Switzerland) 
Focus: Financing, LMIC rollout, 
partnerships. 

Suppurative Lung Diseases 

Guidelines for Diagnosis of Primary 
Ciliary Dyskinesia – ATS/ERS 
Recommendations 

Thomas Ferkol (USA) 
Focus: Updated diagnostic criteria and 
implementation. 

New Insights into the Genetic Basis of 
Bronchiectasis 

Heymut Omran (Germany) 
Focus: Genetic discoveries and 
mechanisms of disease.  

Lung Involvement in Primary and 
Acquired Immunodeficiency States 

Indu Khosla (India) 
Focus: Diagnosis, pathogen 
susceptibility, and long-term 
management. 

Post-Infectious Bronchiolitis 
Obliterans – Latest Advances 

Alejandro Teper (Argentina) 
Focus: Diagnostics, imaging, and 
therapeutic pathways. 

 

Complex Lung Disorders: 
A Global Perspective 

The challenges in evidence-
based treatments for preschool 
wheezers 

Gary Wong (Hong Kong) 

Focus: Models of care, training, 
psychosocial support. 

Bronchiolitis Obliterans Post-
Transplantation 

TBA 
Focus: Pathogenesis, early 
diagnosis, immune modulation, 
long-term management. 

Aerodigestive & Lung Interface 
in Pediatrics 

Mikhail Kazachkov (USA) 
Focus: Collaborative models and 
advance diagnostics. 

Home Mechanical Ventilation: 
Noninvasive vs. Invasive 
Approaches 

Anna Nathan (Malaysia) 
Focus: Initiation criteria, 
technology evolution, caregiver 
training, safety monitoring. 

 

 



SATURDAY 27th JUNE 2026 

8:30 – 10:00 PLENARY SESSION 
 Outdoor Air Pollution and Childhood Respiratory Disease - TBA 

 
 Obesity and the Pediatric Lung: Update in the role of new metabolic treatments -

Erick Forno (USA) 
 

 Young Investigator Award Presentation 
 

 Young Investigator Award Presentation 
 

10:00 - 10:30 Coffee Break and Exhibition Visit 
 

SYMPOSIUM A 
10:30 – 12:15 

 

SYMPOSIUM B 
10:30 – 12:15 

SYMPOSIUM C 
10:30 – 12:15 

SYMPOSIUM D 
10:30 – 12:15 

 
Cystic Fibrosis 

Across the Globe: 
Diagnosis, Care, 

and Emerging 
Therapies 

Challenges in 
Diagnosing CF in 
Resource-Limited 
Settings 

Sushil Kabra (India) 
Focus: Practical 
strategies for diagnosis 
where resources are 
limited. 

The Globalization of CF 
Care 

Carlos Milla (USA)  
Focus: Global initiatives, 
access to modulators, 
registry development. 

The Microbiome and 
Inflammation in CF: 
From Pathogens to 
Precision Therapy 

Health Disparities 
in Pediatric Sleep-

Disordered 
Breathing 

Health Disparities 
Between HICs and 
LMICs: Access to SDB 
Diagnostics & Treatment 

Vivian Leske (Argentina) 
Focus: Global 
inequalities in access to 
polysomnography, home 
sleep testing, sleep 
surgery, CPAP, and home 
NIV for children in LMICs. 

Improving Care for SDB 
in Low-Resource 
Settings 

Mihaela Oros (Romania) 
Focus: Practical, scalable 
solutions and innovative 
service models to 
enhance care for pediatric 
SDB in underserved and 
resource-limited settings. 

Lifelong 
Implications of 

Early Lung Injury 

Long-Term Effects of 
Prematurity 

Eugenio Baraldi (Italy) 
Focus: Lung function 
trajectories and early-life 
determinants of chronic 
lung disease. 

Bronchopulmonary 
Dysplasia: Evolving 
Definitions and 
Management Strategies 

Amir Kugelman (Israel) 
Focus: Novel 
phenotyping, 
interventions, long-term 
follow-up strategies. 

Molecular Pathways in 
Chronic Lung Disease 

Daniele De Luca (Italy) 
Focus: Surfactant 
synthesis regulation, 
vascular development, 

TBC 



Federico Cresta (Italy)  
Focus: Translational 
insights from microbiome 
studies to therapeutic 
innovation. 

Aging with CF: New 
Horizons in Care and 
Quality of Life 

Malena Cohen-
Cymberknoh (Israel) 
Focus: Multisystem care, 
mental health, fertility, 
long-term outcomes. 

 

AI-Enabled Global 
Pathways for Pediatric 
SDB 

Gustavo Nino (USA) 
Focus: Using AI, 
smartphone recordings, 
and digital tools to create 
simplified global 
screening and diagnostic 
pathways for pediatric 
SDB. 

Technology-Dependent 
Child: Tech-Driven 
Advances in Pediatric 
Respiratory Care 

Reshma Amin (Canada) 
Focus: Telemedicine, 
remote monitoring, and 
digital chronic-care 
innovations to reduce 
disparities and improve 
care for technology-
dependent children. 

 

epithelial–endothelial 
crosstalk. 

Neonatal Pulmonary 
Hypertension – Strategy 
for management and 
future outcome 

David Cornfield (USA) 
Focus: Evaluation, 
treatment after discharge, 
target saturation, 
monitoring and 
medication. 

 

 

12:15 - 13:15 Lunch Break – Sponsored Symposia (Early registration is required) 
13:15 - 14:15 Thematic E-poster Session - POSTER AREA 

 

14:15 – 15:45 PLENARY SESSION 
 Global Trend of Cystic Fibrosis - Eitan Kerem (Israel) 

 
 Advances in asthma management – (TBA) 

 
 Young Investigator Award Presentation 

 
 Young Investigator Award Presentation 

 
15:45 - 16:00 Coffee Break and Exhibition Visit 

 

SYMPOSIUM A 
16:00 – 17:30 

 

SYMPOSIUM B 
16:00 – 17:30 

SYMPOSIUM C 
16:00 – 17:30 

SYMPOSIUM D 
16:00 – 17:30 

Clinical cases Oral Presentation Oral Presentation Oral Presentation 



 

SUNDAY 28th JUNE 2026 

SYMPOSIUM A 
8:30 – 10:00 

 

SYMPOSIUM B 
8:30 – 10:00 

SYMPOSIUM C 
8:30 – 10:00 

Year in Review: Major 
Advances in Pediatric 
Respiratory Medicine 

Asthma – Year in Review 

Fernando de Benedictis (Italy) 
Focus: Major advances and 
evolving paradigms. 

Cystic Fibrosis – Year in Review 

Phil Robinson (Australia) 
Focus: Therapeutics, 
modulators, registry 
breakthroughs. 

Sleep Medicine – Year in 
Review 

Renato Cutrera (Italy) 
Focus: Innovations in 
diagnostics, SDB management. 

Pneumonia – Year in Review 

Eitan Kerem (Israel) 
Focus: Diagnostics, clinical 
trials, global epidemiology. 

 

Novel Technology for 
Childhood Lung 

Diseases 

Chair: Rina Triasih (Indonesia) 

Telemedicine in Pediatric 
Respiratory Diseases 

TBA 
Focus: Models of care and digital 
follow-up. 

Interventional Flexible 
Bronchoscopy – The Cutting 
Edge 

Mohammad Ashkan Moslehi 
(Iran) 
Focus: Advanced therapeutic 
and diagnostic bronchoscopic 
techniques. 

Innovative and Affordable 
Pediatric Respiratory Devices 
for LMICs 

Aroonwan Preutthipan 
(Thailand) 
Focus: Low-cost technologies 
and implementation. 

AI as a tool to predict pediatric 
asthma exacerbations 

Stefania La Grutta (Italy) 
Focus: AI as a real-time risk-
stratification tool for preventing 
pediatric asthma exacerbations 
before they occur 

Tuberculosis in Children: 
Unmasking the Disease, 

Managing the Damage 

TB and Pneumonia – A Colliding 
Epidemic 

TBA 
Focus: Overlapping clinical 
presentations and burdens. 

Pediatric Tuberculosis: What’s New in 
Diagnosis and Management? 

Jagdish Prasad Goyal (India) 
Focus: WHO guidelines, diagnostic 
tools, algorithms. 

Epidemiology of Tuberculosis in Low-
Risk Populations 

Marcelo Scotta (Brazil) 
Focus: The shifting epidemiology of TB in 
populations traditionally considered 
low-risk, highlighting emerging trends, 
drivers of transmission, and implications 
for public health strategies 

Long-Term Impact of Lung Damage 
After Pulmonary TB 

Shaakira Chaya (South Africa) 
Focus: Post-TB lung disease and long-
term care. 

 

 

10:00 - 10:30 Coffee Break and Exhibition Visit 
 



SYMPOSIUM A 
10:30 – 12:00 

 

SYMPOSIUM B 
10:30 – 12:00 

SYMPOSIUM C 
10:30 – 12:00 

Editor’s Choice: 
Landmark Publications 
& Translational Insights 

Editor’s Picks – Key Articles 
Shaping Pediatric Pulmonology 
(2025–2026) 

• Gary Wong (Hong Kong) 
• Andrew Bush (UK) 
• Susanna McColley 

(USA) 
• Felix Rajten (Canada) 

Focus: High-impact 
publications, translational 
implications. 

 

Comprehensive 
Pediatric Pulmonology: 

Assessment, 
Intervention and 

Outcomes 

Preschool Lung Function: Why 
Early Detection Matters 

Robert Tepper (USA) 
Focus: FeNO, oscillometry, early 
spirometry. 

Cardiopulmonary Exercise 
Testing in Chronic Lung Disease 
and Chest Wall Deformities 

Ronen Bar Yoseph (Israel) 
Focus: Practical approach, 
interpretation, exercise 
prescription. 

The Lung in Congenital Heart 
Diseases 

David Cornfield (USA) 
Focus: Pulmonary vascular 
disease and outcomes post-
surgery. 

Pediatric Lung Transplantation: 
When and How to Refer, and 
What Comes After 

Melinda Solomon (Canada) 
Focus: Timing of referral, 
evaluation pathways, post-
transplant surveillance. 

Advances in Diagnosis of 
Pneumonia & Long-Term 

Effects 

New Immunizations for Children - 
Strategies for High-Risk Groups 

TBA 
Focus: HIV, sickle cell, 
immunosuppression; optimized vaccine 
schedules. 

AI-Assisted Diagnosis in Pneumonia: 
CXR, Lung Ultrasound and More 

Bruno Hochhegger (USA/Brazil) 
Focus: Integration of imaging modalities 
and AI tools. 

Biomarkers for Diagnosing Pneumonia 
and Guiding Antibiotic Use 

Quique Bassat (Spain) 
Focus: Host-response biomarkers and 
treatment stewardship. 

Vaccine Hesitancy: Building Trust in 
Communities 

TBA 
Focus: Communication, 
misinformation, community 
engagement. 

 

12:00 - 13:00 Radiology and Bronchoscopy Quiz 
13:00 - 13:30 Closure Ceremony and Awards  

Coffee Break and Exhibition Visit 
 


